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A Message from our President

Hello again! As I look back on this past year, I marvel at all the good the Lakes
Region Scholarship Foundation has accomplished, thanks to the hard work,
outreach and efforts of our office staff and board of directors, but most importantly,
thanks to the generous donations from all of you. We literally couldn’t do it without
you.

October reaped the success of our three fall fundraisers, our 4 Annual Pumpkin
Figure Contest, and our Cakes n Sweets Calendar and Harvest Raffles!

This December, we are once again participating in the Celebrate Laconia’s City on the Lakes Holiday
Walk, held in downtown Laconia.

As always, the year’s end quickly leads to a new year and the beginning of the Scholarship Application
season and the busy time for our hard working office staff. The 2024-2025 Application will be available
online, starting in January.

Our new year’s plans will again include our Winter Blues Raffle and Fratello’s Benefit Night, both in
March, the Annalee Thorndike Student Art Exhibit and Competition in April, and the all-important
Donors Week in May, to name a few of the upcoming events.

This month, I step down as President of the Board and pass along the responsibilities to the very
capable Gayle Price. It has been an honor to be a part of the LRSF Board of Directors. I am and will
always be in awe of this remarkable organization and am so proud to do my small part to bring a
positive future to so many deserving students. May the new year see peace, kindness and

understanding for all the world. ~ Joan Frateg

We will be holding a
Scholarship Application
Informational Session on
Tuesday, January 9, 2024 at
the BNH Op Center - check
out our website for more
information - registration is
required.

January started off our year with an informational session at the Belknap Mill,
where Karen & Chris kicked off the new streamlined application! The session was
open to students and parents of the area high schools.




2023 New Funds, Memorials or Additions to Already Established Funds

Lucille Hawkins Gilman Memorial Scholarship - Created to honor the legacy of Lucile Hawkins Gilman, a fierce believer
in the importance of education and in the inspired teachers who provide it. Lucile only lived from 1923 to 1957. Her life
was brief, but her accomplishments were many. Lucile attended the one-room Kelley Corner Schoolhouse in Lower
Gilmanton, graduated from Plymouth Teacher’s College (now Plymouth State University), and taught at the Lincoln
Elementary School in Lincoln NH and the Gilmanton Academy.

Following in the footsteps of her mother, Amy Osborne Hawkins, who was also a teacher, Lucile lived by the Hawkins
values of family, farm and friends. In 1947, at the age of 25, Lucile married Paul E. Gilman, a descendent of the 24 members
of the Gilman family, who in addition to 152 other grant recipients in 1727, were awarded land grants as compensation for
defense of the colonies. Paul and Lucile had five living children together. Sadly, Lucile died unexpectedly of pneumonia
shortly after the birth of her sixth child, who also passed away. Lucile’s many friends and former students remembered
her as “an angel on Earth.”

The Lucile Hawkins Gilman Memorial Scholarship was established in 1958 by the Lower Gilmanton Community Club (LGCC), where Lucile actively
contributed to creating the strong social connections that make Gilmanton a special place to live. Over the years, the scholarship went into a period of
dormancy. Paula Gilman, Lucile’s eldest daughter, in a loving tribute to her mother and to continue the Gilmanton tradition of neighbors caring for
neighbors, has recently revived the scholarship and it is now a newly established fund through the Lakes Region Scholarship Foundation.

The Stafford Family Memorial Fund - First established by Mrs. Elva M. Stafford in memory of her late husband, Charles F.
Stafford, and has grown through memorial gifts made by family, friends, and business associates in remembrance of the
following deceased members of the Stafford family and to commemorate their tradition of service to their community: Ruth
(Mrs. Theo) Stafford, 1965; William Stafford, 1970; Charles F. Stafford, 1972; Carroll W. Stafford, Sr., 1973; Theo B. Stafford,
1974; Walter G. Stafford, 1974; David E. Stafford, 1980; Grace E. Stafford, 1981; Deloria L. (Mrs. Walter) Stafford, 1982; Elva M.
(Mrs. Charles F.) Stafford, 1987; Anne (Mrs. William 1.) Stafford, 1988; Bertha Orr (Mrs. Theo B.) Stafford, 1992; Merle C. (Mrs.
Carroll W, Sr.) Stafford, 1993; George W. Stafford, 1998; Ralph F. Plumer, 1998; and Gloria M. Stafford Plumer Tewksbury,
1999.

Memorial donations were received with the passing of Carroll W Stafford Jr (1933 - 2022). Born in Laconia, Carroll was a
graduate of Laconia High School Class of 52, Norwich University and Brown University Graduate School of Savings Banks.
He served active duty as a 2" Lt. in the US Army as an Armored Officer. In his 13 years in the Reserves, he served as Battery
Commander of C Battery in Laconia, and as Captain for the 368t Engineers Battalion in Concord NH. Carroll started his
banking career as a teller for Peoples National Bank and in 1972 was hired as a Loan Officer at Laconia Savings Bank and eventually President of Laconia
Savings Bank for 19 years. After retirement, Carroll continued to serve on the Board of Directors, as Vice Chairman. Carrol was very involved with the
Laconia community. Carroll was a Past President of Lakes Region Scholarship Foundation, as well as Lake Winnipesaukee Shrine Club, Bektash Shriners,
Masons, Mount Lebanon Lodge #32, United Way. He was a 37-year member of the Laconia Kiwanis Club, a Life Member of the Laconia Lodge of Elks, a
member of the Gilford Community Church, Chairman of the NH Association of Savings Banks, Director of Laconia Historical and Museum Society, Belknap
Mill Society, Union Cemetery Association, Corporator of lakes Region General Hospital and the Taylor Home, as well as serving as a trustee for the Edwin
C Remick Foundation. Carroll enjoyed golf and tennis and being a member of the “Grumpy Ole Men”. Carrol’s sense of humor was most enjoyed with
his great big smile, hearty laugh and twinkle in his eye.

Judith Reever Memorial Fund - Judith "Judie" Reever was a lifelong resident of Laconia. Judie was the "neighborhood"
mother. Children would flock to her house. She created a safe space for all. Judie married her high school sweetheart, Jim
Reever. Judie and Jim raised four children of their own, along with 17 foster children and numerous exchange students.
Judie was involved in her church from a young age, from sponsoring a church youth group, serving as a deacon and teaching
Sunday School. Judie was very involved and active in the Lakes Region Community. She served on the Laconia School
Board for 21 years, befriending teachers and students alike. Judie was appointed to the NH School Boards Association, and
eventually appointed chair of the NH Board of Education by Gov. Jeanne Shaheen. In later years, she was elected to the NH
House, serving on the house education committee. Judie was a friend to all. She was a source of love and acceptance to
hundreds of children whose lives she passed through.

Opechee Garden Club in Memory of Judy Robertson - A group of volunteers dedicated to the beautification and
preservation of our environment. Since 1982 (through LRSF) they have awarded scholarships to students majoring in
forestry, horticulture, botany, landscaping or a related environmental field. Judith “Judy” Robertson (1947 - 2023). Born
in Peabody, MA and a graduate of Peabody High School and Salem Hospital Nursing School. Judy's nursing career came
naturally to her as she always looked for opportunities to help people. Upon her retirement, she went on to join the Belknap
Mill Quilt Guild and the Opechee Garden Club which encompassed two of her passions, quilting and gardening. Through
both the Guild and the Garden Club she made many friends whom she treasured. Judy could also be found out on the
lake, spending hours in her kayak or in the boat with her husband. However, her favorite activity by far was watching her
two granddaughters grow up, she made sure she was at every milestone in their lives. Family and friends made donations
to the Opechee Garden Club Scholarship Award in Judy's memory.




Mazzaschi Family Award in Memory of Joseph Grandmaison - (1943 - 2022) Joseph was the brother-in-law of Ann
Mazzaschi Grandmaison. Joe served 2 years as Nashua's Ward 7 Alderman and thereafter began a career in Democratic
politics and government service including major roles in the campaigns of Sen. George McGovern for President 1972;
Michael Dukakis for Governor 1974; Sen. John Glenn for President 1984; and Gov. Bill Clinton for President 1992.

Joe was a proud member of Nashua High School’s Class of 1960, a graduate of Burdett College, and a Fellow at Harvard
University’s Kennedy School of Government-Institute of Politics. He was the Democratic nominee for Congress in NH's
2nd District in 1976 and for Governor in 1990. Joe also served as Chairman of the NH Democratic Party and in the NH
National Guard. In government service, Joe was named Federal Co-Chairman of the New England Regional Commission
by President Carter; Director of the US Trade & Development Agency by President Clinton; and was appointed twice to
the Board of Directors of the Export-Import Bank by President George W. Bush. The Mazzaschi Family is proud to honor

the memory of Joe Grandmaison with this scholarship award.

The Stone Family Fund - Established in the fall of 2016 by Doug and Angela Stone. Memorial donations were received with
the passing of Angela. After completing two years of study in the building construction department at Wentworth Institute
in Boston, Douglas Stone (1938-2018), worked for a construction firm in Keene as a job superintendent. Angela Stone (1938 -
2023), graduated with a B.S. degree in Elementary Education. The Stones married in 1961 and continued working in their
fields. In 1969, a new construction company was started in Keene by Doug and two partners, naming the company Bonnette,
Page and Stone. The partners decided to move the business and the three families to the Lakes Region in 1970. Doug and
Angela happily raised three daughters in the Lakes Region. The company grew and built many commercial projects through
the state. Eventually it employed approximately 40 people, with an additional 60 people working seasonally. Some of their
employees came from the NH Vocational/Technical School in Concord, NH. Bonnette, Page and Stone developed and
renovated several buildings locally-the Laconia Railroad Station and the Streetcar Complex among them. The Stones have
been vital members of the Lakes Region community for many years. The couple and their family became benefactors of the
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation. As a result of both their schooling and work ethic, the couple had a strong interest
in helping students who would be pursing to further their education or career in education or careers in construction,

engineering, building trades,
of the Huot Technical Center.

or architecture, as well as nursing majors. The couple have been particularly interested in serving those who are graduates

The Arthur and Irene Gordon Memorial Fund - This scholarship fund was established in honor of Arthur (1930 - 2017) by a
long-time best friend. Arthur was respected in the Lakes Region as an astute businessman. He had started five IGA stores,
including the one in Laconia, that he built and developed with his cousin. Following the sale of these stores, he was involved
in a number of other successful entrepreneurial pursuits. He also enjoyed playing golf, flying his plane, boating and reading,.
Irene (1938 - 2023) born in Breslau, Germany, her family was able to escape the Holocaust in 1939 and fled to La Paz, Bolivia.
In 1946, the immigrated to the United States. After earning degrees at Tufts University and UNH, she became one of NH's
leading Occupational Therapists. Irene practiced for 52 years specializing in autism spectrum disorders. Both Arthur and
Irene were staunch supporters of Laconia and its Jewish community and were involved in many worthwhile community
programs. Irene took seriously God's commandment that we engage in tikkun olam, meaning efforts to repair and improve
the world. It was not uncommon for a dozen strangers to be seated around Irene's table at family holiday dinners.

The Donald M & Mary A Ettelson Award - In 2004 the Orthopedic Professional Association (OPA) made a donation to the
Lakes Region Scholarship Foundation in honor of Dr. Donald M. Ettelson (1932 - 2023) in acknowledgement of his
tremendous contributions to the practice of orthopedic medicine in the Lakes Region and in recognition of his retirement
from the OPA after 38 years. He was said to have “paved the way” for many fellow doctors and loved to mentor new surgeons
as well as learn from them. Once retired Donald “Zeke” filled his days with exercise, volunteering at the hospital, hobbies
and attending educational and arts events with his wife, Mary. Mary A Ettelson (1932 - 2021) earned her BA in Nursing and
while raising the couple’s five children, she worked as a nurse at LRGH, Lakes Region OB-GYN and as office manager at the
OPA. She always wanted to help those in need. In light of this, she was able to form a scout troop for people with special
needs, visited hospice patients after work, helped with blood drives and volunteered at St. Vincent de Paul as well as LRGH
and the Hospital Auxiliary. These were just few of the things to which she dedicated her time and energy. On the personal
side, this special couple were dedicated not only to their five children but to many other non-blood children as well. To all
of the children, Dr. Ettelson would frequently say: “I gave you a toolbox filled with all the basic tools you need for life. Itis
up to you to choose how to use those tools.” One of the couple’s non-blood sons summed it up this way: “Some people
rescue animals, Zeke and Mam (Mary) rescue people.” Memorial donations were received with the passing of Donald.

Ned "David" Witham Sr. Memorial Scholarship Fund - (1941 - 2023) David was born in Plymouth NH and a 1959 graduate
of Laconia High School with degrees from Keene State College (where he met his wife of 60 years, Marlene), SUNY New
Paltz and Albany, and Bridgewater State College. Dave started his teaching career in Chatham NY, then moved on to
Braintree High School in MA before moving back to the Lakes Region in 1978, where he was the athletic director at Gilford
High School and then becoming Assistant Principal at Laconia High School until his retirement in 2000. Dave enjoyed
history, woodworking, steam boating, reading, snow and waterskiing, the Red Sox & Patriots, but most of all spending time
on the family property on Cow Island on Lake Winnipesaukee. Dave was an avid Boy Scouter, achieving his Eagle Badge
and leading Cub Scouts, Webelos and Boy Scout groups. Dave coached Little League baseball and taught water skiing.
Dave was honored by Gov. John Sununu in 1987 for his work with the NH Council of Children and Youth. Dave was a
lifelong member of the United Methodist Church of Gilford, singing in the choir for over 30 years, and held various positions
within the church going on two mission trips to New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.



Paul and Susanne Gauthier Memorial Scholarship Fund - Paul (1961 - 2019) was born in Berlin, NH and grew up in
Nashua, NH. In June of 2015 Paul was in a car accident in Canada. As a result of tests run from the car accident, Paul
was diagnosed with leukemia. In September of 2015 Paul received a stem cell transplant and stayed in remission for a
little over two years. Just before Christmas in 2017 Paul relapsed. He went through a clinical trial during the summer of
2018 and things looked promising. In March of 2019 Paul caught the flu and was on a ventilator for 5 %2 days. After
coming off of the ventilator Paul lived on oxygen for the rest of his life. In November of 2019 Paul was not feeling well
and was admitted into the hospital and on November 24, 2019 Paul passed away with much love from family, friends,
nurses, LNA’s and doctors who had cared for him through his walk with leukemia.

When Paul was in the hospital, just before he passed, he asked his wife to set up a scholarship in his name for nurses and
LNA’s. Many times throughout his walk with leukemia he received care above and beyond by the nurses and LNAs at
Dana Farber Cancer Institute and at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. It was Paul’s wish to be able to help people who
wished to go on to nursing school or to become an LNA. He knew that a living legacy would be to help future generations
going on in the nursing field so that they can be there to help people like Paul going through often times scary and painful treatments. His wish was to help
Nurses and LNA’s pass on LOVE to their patients. Memorial donations were received with the passing of Paul's sister, Susanne. Susanne (1958 - 2023)
Susanne was a graduate of Mount Saint Mary in Nashua NH and resided in various areas in California since 1985, until failing health prompted her to
move back to NH. Susanne work for many years in prints, graphics and design. She enjoyed cross-stitch and jewelry making, and after her mother's
passing, assumed her legacy of crocheting prayer shawls for the sick and dying.

Dennis A Phelps Memorial Scholarship - (1961 - 2023) Dennis was born in Laconia and an LHS class of '80 graduate.
Dennis served in the US Army and proudly dedicated 33 years working at Foley Oil & Propane Company up until his
retirement in June 2023. Dennis was a family man; he loved and cherished his family as they were his top priority. He
loved time on the lake and up north at camp. He enjoyed ice racing on Berry Pond and White Mountain Motorsports Park.
Dennis dedicated his life to improving the well-being of children and bettering our community. Dennis was an active and
vital board member of the Lakes Region Santa Fund for 12 years. All who knew Dennis knew him as a selfless individual
who put the needs of others before himself. This scholarship has been established to carry forward his unwavering
commitment to making a positive impact and to support and empower young individuals who share Dennis's passion for
the trades.

John Ramsey Memorial Scholarship - (1942 - 2023) Born in 1942 in Laconia, John attended
St Joseph Elementary School and was a 1960 graduate of Laconia High School. John and his
family moved to Vermont in 1965 where he became a Vermont State Trooper and in 1969 he
started his 29-year career as a VT State Liquor Investigator from which he retired. John and his wife Cheryl, moved to their
retirement home in Meredith Center, NH on Lake Wicwas, where his favorite pastime was boating on the lake. John was a
lifetime member of the Elks-Montpelier Lodge #924/Laconia Lodge #876, the Masons Aurora Lodge #22 F&AM of
Montpelier VT, the Sons of the American Legion-Meredith, the Wicwas Grange #292, and the Vermont Police Association.

Joel A Dinsmoor Memorial Scholarship - (1970 - 2020) Joel was a 1988 graduate of Laconia
High School and graduated from Plymouth State University in 1992 with a degree in
Exercise Science/Health Fitness. Joel worked at a local health club for two years before
joining the NH Dept of Corrections in 1994. Upon graduating from the NH Police Academy
he began his career as a correctional officer working his way up the ladder to Chief
Investigator where he was employed until a month prior to his death. Joel passed away following a 32-year battle with
Crohn's Disease and finally succumbed to colon cancer in 2020. Joel was a dedicated, empathetic, loyal, humble, and
caring Chief Investigator for the NH Dept of Corrections, so much so, that following his death, the Department of
Corrections named and dedicated the investigations office the "Joel A Dinsmoor Investigations Office". Along with being
a dedicated fitness guru, Joel's family meant everything to him and he loved to spend time at the ocean at Wells Beach in
Maine with his wife and two daughters. To continue his legacy of a dedicated career in law enforcement, Joel's parents,
Dave and Diane, established this scholarship to assist others in their pursuit of a career in law enforcement or a physical
fitness related field.

Laconia Youth Soccer League Scholarship Fund - For over three decades, the Laconia Youth Soccer League (LYSL) has
provided a dynamic and enjoyable soccer experience to young athletes across the Lakes Region. Standing as Laconia's most
expansive recreational sports league, LYSL brings together more than 400 youngsters, aged 4 to 14, from various towns
throughout the Lakes Region. The league's growth and success are a testament to the dedication of its volunteers and board
members. LYSL is committed to fostering a culture of fair play, skill enhancement, self-assurance, and enjoyment, with the
broader goal of nurturing children to become active, positive contributors to the community.




Family Care Center.

William Reid Purslow Memorial Scholarship - (1951 - 2023) William "Bill" Reid Purslow
was born in Quincy MA and a graduate of Winnacunnet High School. Bill earned a Business
Administration and Marketing Degree in 1973 at Plymouth State College where he was a
member of the Lambda Chi Fraternity. Bill started his life long career at International
Packings Company/Freudenberg NOK in Bristol NH. He earned his Masters of Business
Administration Degree at the University of Dayton. Moving up the corporate ladder from
inside sales to Chief Operating Officer; Bill traveled Internationally and throughout the US.
Bill enjoyed golfing, boating and sharing his love of lake life. He was an avid reader and
loved history. Many family vacations included stops at many museums and monuments.
He was a big proponent of education, always encouraging his children and grandchildren to pursue knowledge and higher
education. Bill was known throughout his personal life and career for his kindness and work ethic. Upon retirement Bill
volunteered at Lakes Region General Hospital, SCORE, and was currently serving as a Board member of the Health First

Todd Duncan Taylor Memorial Scholarship - (1971 - 2018) Todd was a graduate of Laconia High School and was
employed for 28 years, up until the time of his death, at the family business at Belknap Tire Co. Todd was a Jack-of-all-
Trades. He excelled with mechanics and could build anything. This fund was established in loving memory by his mother,
Linda Bryar, and serves to commemorate the loss of her son by helping deserving students complete their educational
potential. Remember an addict doesn't have to be clean and sober to tell them that you love them.

LHS Class of 62 - LHS Class of 1962 generously donated their remaining funds for a scholarship award. It is their hope that
a Laconia High School graduate uses this award with well wishes to further their education and remember Laconia High

! School with fond memories.

LHS Class of 72 - At their 25th reunion, the Class of 72 established the scholarship in dedication to their deceased classmates.
Laura Riggs, Treasurer, stating the objectives of the Reunion Committee stated: “It was reasoned that maybe some funds
should be utilized to 'give back' to Laconia High School in some form to assist in the education of future generations.” The
class continued its funding through memorial offerings for their deceased classmates made at their 30t Class reunion this

past year.

2023 Donors

18t

took place during the
week of May 15% -

Week

We were invited by the Lakes Region Builders and
Remodelers Association to attend their annual meeting
to let them know what LRSF is all about. The meeting
ended with a tour of the “Tiny House” that is being built
by the Huot students.

When you see our display
flag at outdoor events!
Stop by and say “hi”!

held and informational
session at Laconia High School
to answer questions about the
application process and helped
students complete their LRSF
applications. We offer this to all
of our local high schools.
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Throughout the Spring, Chris & Karen took the message of what the Lakes Region Scholarship Foundation is all about, “on the road”
by giving presentations to: Leadership Lakes Region, The Taylor Community and the Laconia School Board.

A great time was had by all at our Annual LRSF Benefit Night at held in March at Fratello’s Restaurant!

Thank you to all who participated!




On July 29th, Chris Guilmett (r), LRSF Assistant Director, and
Paulette Loughlin (I), LRSF Retired Director, were pleased to
join family and friends of Jenni Harmon at the 9th annual
“Jenni’s Ride Around the Lakes.” The annual event raises
funds for the Jenni Harmon Memorial Scholarship.

In August, LRSF was the chosen Non-Profit, of
Brie Stephens’ Lake Life Realty’s “Food Truck
Tuesday” event. Accepting the donation from
Abby Daniszewski (center) of Lake Life Realty is
LRSF’s Executive Director, Karen Switzer.

LRSF Board Trustee, Phil Bonafide (l) shows off his classic
car at the Annual Lakes Region Rotary Car Show, held in
July, to Administrative Assistant, Maggie Gibbs (c) and
Executive Director, Karen Switzer (r).

Rain did not put a damper on the evening for Colleen Cass
() and Lois Kessin (r), LRSF Board Members as they pose in
front of the LRSF Harvest Raffle tables at the Belknap Mill's
2023 Sock Hop! Also helping out at the Sock Hop were LRSF
Board Member, Judy Ball and LRSF Executive Director,
Karen Switzer.




A couple of times this past year LRSF was
chosen as the Non-Profit recipient of the
month for Hannaford’s Bloomin’ 4 Good
bouquet program. Thank you Hannaford’s!

LRSF was featured several times throughout the year
on 101.5 The LAKES FM as the Good News Story of the
Day. Pictured with Chris & Karen is Heather Bishop
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Remember to check out our website: www.Irscholarship.org at the beginning of January for the 2024 - 2025 LRSF Scholarship Application.

The final deadline for filing an application is Monday, April 1, 2024.

We have a few additional scholarships that are exceptions to our usual application process. Each of these may have supplementary information
to be filed along with our application. Check our website for more specific details.

Annalee Thorndike Art Competition Scholarship - is available to high school seniors planning on majoring in art related fields

The Stockwell Scholarship - is an essay competition, focusing on Patriotism, open to students from Gilmanton, NH

Klaus Biemann Science Scholarship - an essay competition for Prospect Mountain HS students who intend to major in science at a four-year
school.

We also have two special awards sponsored by the Lakes Region Builders and Remodelers, available to students going into a construction
related fields.

Our 2023 Annual Appeal is underway! Why not make a special donation to our Friends of the Foundation
Fund, to support our mission? It’s easy, just go to our website and click on “Donate” button!

Check out our website to stay up to date on our Plans are underway to hold our annual LRSF Benefit Night at

current activities! www.lrscholarship.org Fratello’s on Wednesday, March 6t from 4:00pm to closing. If
you attend, please make sure to mention that you are there that

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram! night to support LRSF, and Fratello’s will donate 25% of the food

portion of the bill to LRSF.
This also includes any takeout orders between

@ those hours.

Watch for information on our Facebook page and on our website.

Lakes Region Scholarship Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowable by law.
Federal Tax ID# 02-6012236.




